


Orozco, Norma

From: GinelleHardy <ginelleann@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May03, 20211:09PM
To: eComment
Subject: Public Comment_CC_

mtg5/4/21_Closed Session Item3 - Potential SaleofCypress FireStation Public Comment _CC_mtg5/4/21_Closed
Session Item3 - CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR pursuant toGovernment CodeSection 54956.8: - PotentialSaleofCypress Fire StationMay3, 
2021 Honorable Mayor Sarmiento, Mayor protern David Penaloza, Councilmembers Phan, Lopez, Mendoza, Bacerra, and Hernandez, Asyou canseebythe attached photo taken
afewyears agosecurityof thepremises, 

property, interiorandexterior including signifiant exterior architecturally character defining features atthe historic CYPRESS FIRE STATIONhasnever been
adequate. Aswithany other vacant propertyin theCitythe responsibly for guardingagainst vandalism andforbeingagood neighbor
to the surrounding other property owners lies withtheproperty ownerofavacant building. Inthis instance theproperty owner
is

theCity andthepropertyisthehistoric CYPRESS FIRE STATION. TheFIRST & OLDEST firestation inthe City, adesignated "KEY" structure listedonthe
SantaAna RegisterofHistoric Propertiesanduniquely located between andinfront

ofhomes
thatare

some



benefit of our residents, supporting the Station' s transformation into a Library, History and Technology hub that
serves all of Santa Ana. 

4. Please support a coordination of the City' s South Main Alliance for Healthy Neighborhoods, Pacific Park / 
Eastside neighbors, neighborhood leaders and knowledgeable individuals who have or are serving on the
City' s Historic Resources Commission, Historic Preservation Society, and other historic preservation
communities

who as a group are motivated to build a steering or Ad Hock Committee bringing together community
representatives with City staff for the purpose saving the CYPRESS FIRE STATION through an exterior
architectural rehabilitation of the front facade and a ( high tech) adaptive reuse of the building' s interior for
community benefit. 

5. Additionally moving forward please be prepared to support a " Mothballing" effort involving controlling the
long- term deterioration of any historic building in the City while it is unoccupied as well as finding methods to
protect it from sudden loss by fire or vandalism. As mothballing is only a temporary protective measure, setting
a timeline for the period of vacancy and identifying probable future uses of the structure can help to adapt the
mothballing process toward an eventual exterior architectural rehabilitation and adaptive reuse outcome. 

Thank you for your concern and help in this most important matter, 

Ginelle Hardy
Historical Heninger Park, President

Historic Resources Commissioner

ginelleannggmail. com





Orozco, Norma

From: Mike Tardif < mike@tardifsheetmetal. com> 

Sent: Monday, May 03, 2021 3: 38 PM
To: eComment

Cc: Penaloza, David; Lopez, Jessie; Hernandez, Johnathan; Mendoza, Nelida; Bacerra, Phil; 

Phan, Thai; Sarmiento, Vicente

Subject: May 4th Council Meeting - Closed Session Agenda Item no. 3 - Cypress St. Fire
Station

Mayor and Council, 

Re. Closed Session Agenda Item no. 3 - Cypress St. Fire Station

This property & historic structure MUST NOT be sold to a private party. As soon as it is in private hands the value is in
the property — NOT the historic structure. 

Once sold the incentive becomes for the owner to neglect the historic structure so that " demolition by neglect' comes
into play. 

For the private property owner, the best thing would be for the historic structure to BURN! 
Please to not endanger the Cypress St. Fire Station by selling it to a private party. 

Mike Tard if

Santa Ana



Orozco, Norma

From: JeffDickman <dickmanaj@att.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, May04, 202110:46AM
To: eComment; Sarmiento, Vicente; Penaloza, David; Bacerra, Phil; Phan, Thai; Mendoza,  

Nelida; Lopez, Jessie; Hernandez, Johnathan; Gomez, Daisy
Cc: Brandon Pho; PhilChinn; TinaDavidson; Connie Major; Ginelle GmailHardy; Pocha

Pena; Preserve Orange County; NorthSanta AnaPreservation Alliance NSAPA; Santa
AnaHistorical Preservation Society; Irma Jauregui; AnnMoerer Dickman; sandy
welch; Michael Tardif

Subject: SantaAnaCityCouncil, Closed Session - Agenda Item #3, Cypress FireStation, May4,  
2021

TheCityofSantaAnaappears readytodispose ofitshistoric SantaAnaFireStation #4, locatedat625S. Cypress
Avenue, toaprivateparty. Thefirestation islocated intheEastside/Pacific Parkneighborhood, andisoneofthelast
remaining publicbuildings inthisarea, andthelastantique firestation ownedbythecity.  

Residents haveexpressed concern aboutthepotential andirrevocable saleofbuilding toaprivateparty, andthelossof
theopportunity torestore, reuse, andrepurpose thestructure forahigherandbetteruseforthisunder-served community.  
Inaddition totheirconcerns, itisuseful tounderstand howtheCity reached itsdecision todispose ofthebuildingwithout
theCommunity'sinvolvement.  

Regarding thesaleofFireStation #4, theCitydidwhatitoftendoeswhenitwantsadesired result - itconducts onlythe
minimum publicoutreach. Thisisadecades-old, andwell-honedapproach intended toreduce public involvement and
streamline CityCouncil'sdecision-making. Instead ofadvocating forthereuseofitsownbuilding, forusebythe
community ofEastside/PacificPark, theCityhasquietlybrought thisitemtoCouncil'sagenda withalmostnooutreach to
yourlong-timepreservation andcommunity partners.   

Asaresult ofitsminimalist thisapproach theCityCouncil ispoised toselltheproperty. This leaves thecommunity, and
otherCitypartners, unable toparticipate, effectively eliminating otheralternative solutions. NoneofCity'slong-established
andactivepreservation andcommunity organizations wereinvited toparticipate inthisdiscussion toconsider waysre- 
makeFireStation #4asacommunity asset.  

Besides notworking earlyonwiththeEastside/Pacific Parkcommunity, theCityfailed tocontact theSanta AnaHistorical
Preservation Society, Heritage Orange County, andthePreserve Orange County. Allthreeparticipated intheon-going
effort tosave theOrange County TitleBuilding fromdemolition. Whywere they, andothercommunity organizations, not
contacted earlyinthesurplusprocess tooffer insights tosaveFireStation #4?  

Bynotinvolving itswell-knowncommunity partners, theCityfinds itselfunable toprotect theantique firestation from
egregious actsofon-goingvandalism. IfCityhadconvened a "roundtable" ofkeyinterest groups, earlyon, toassist itwith
interim usesofthebuilding, anditslaterprotection, Council mayhaveinstead discussed opportunities forreuseofthefire
station, andnotitssale.  

Please consider thefollowing suggestions inregard toFireStation #4:  

1. Remove theproperty fromtheSurplus List

2. Immediately begin coordination with theEastside/PacificParkNeighborhood, yourpreservation partners, andbusiness
community, tofindswaystoprotect thestructure fromfurtherdamage

3. Discuss interimandlonguses forthebuilding, whichservetheimmediate neighborhood, andsurrounding area

4. Pursuegrants, andpartnerships which involve, andisnot limited to, health, community services, andlearning and
education usesforthefirestation

1



Yourvibrantandactivecommunity ofresidents andpartners isreadytoworkwithyoutosaveandreuseFireStation #4,  
andreturn ittousefulness forthebenefitofall.  

JeffDickman
Historic French Park
7142400883
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Orozco, Norma

From: Sandra Pocha Peña <pocha@pocharte.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May04, 202111:58AM
To: eComment
Cc:! CityClerk
Subject: May4Council Public Comment: Closed Session Item - Cypress FireStation
Attachments: SANTA ANACYPRESS PROPOSAL.docx

Importance: High

Dear CityofSanta Ana,  

Isubmit thiscomment tothepublic record fortomight'sClosed Session Item, thesaleofthehistoric
Cypress FireStation.  

Attached and below ismyPublic Comment intheformofaletter.  

Ihave alsoattached aproposal fortherehabilitation oftheCypress FireStation created bytheSanta
AnaHealthy Neighborhood Alliance.  

Would youplease forward bothmyletter andproposal toourMailandCity Council prior totheir
Closed Session today?   

Alsoplease include both inthePublic Record onthis itemfortonight.  

Thank you,  

Sandra

Sandra "Pocha" Peña Sarmiento
Frontier Arts & Hybrid Culture"  

www.pocharte.com
www.ocfilmfiesta.org
714.417.0073

PUBLIC COMMENT Cypress Fire Station ***   

May4, 2021

Re: Private Session - Cypress FireStation Sale

Honorable Mayor andCouncilmembers,  
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Iamwriting tourge reconsideration onthesaleofourhistoric Cypress Street FireStation.   

Asalifelong resident andcurrent leader inEastside, nowPacific Park, it’sbeen heartbreaking seeing ourneighborhood
continue tobesounderserved. TheRoosevelt Center wasopen very limited hours, mainly forclasses pre-COVID. There
isnoplace here forouryouth andelders togoforsafe access toourcollective history and thewealth ofknowledge
available online.  

Tapping intoour City’shistorical narrative, library offerings & wifiaccess isimportant forworking class neighborhoods
likeEastside/ Pacific Park. Keeping historic structures open andavailable tothepublic giveneighborhoods likeoursa
sense ofidentity andhope.  

Please don’tsellourhistory. Please invest inour long-suffering neighborhood andhelp ustransform one ofthemost
blighted corners ontheEastside intoabeautiful resource forlocal history andaccess totechnology forourresidents.  
Paired with theSouth Main Corridor revitalization, arestoration oftheCypress Firehouse topublic service would bea
game-changing venture!  

Attached isaproposal fortransforming theCypress FireStation intoapublic resource thatwould transform thewhole
area. Decades ofneglect andblight would besolved withaninvestment inourunderserved community. Weareoneof
thedensest residential districts intheentire district andgreatly need theCypress FireStation restored topublic service,  
toinspire and inform ourresidents.  

TheCypress FireStation isaone-of-a-kindKeyHistoric Property inourCityandhasthepotential touplift anentire
neighborhood. Please helpusretain and transform it.  

Sincerely,  

Sandra “Pocha” Pena Sarmiento

Pacific Park/Eastside Neighborhood Leader

2



Proposal forCypressFireStation – DigitalLibrary, HistoryRoom & Technology Center 1

CYPRESSFIRESTATION
DigitalLibrary, HistoryRoom, Technology Center

BACKGROUND HISTORY:  

TheCypress FireStation islocated near thecorner ofCypress & Bishop, inPacific
Park Neighborhood, oneoftheSanta Ana’smostpolluted andunderserved
working-class communities. Built in1928 under thetenure ofJohn Luxembourger,  
Santa Ana’sfirst full-time firechief, theCypress FireStation isourcity’soldest fire
station.  

Foroveradecade, South MainNeighbors hadbeenworking withformer Parks &  
Recdirector andCityManager Gerardo Mouet atturning thesite intoahistory
center, acombination Learning Center, SALibrary History Room Annex, & Gallery.  
When Mouet left thecity, staff said itwould keep thecommunity informed about
what happened with theproperty. Instead, theproperty wasallowed todecline
physically andthenputontheSurplus Property Listatabargain rate.   

Pacific Park/Eastside leaders andneighboring residents have repeatedly asked
staff fortheCypress FireStation property tobeproperly secured, removed from



Proposal forCypressFireStation – DigitalLibrary, HistoryRoom & Technology Center 2

theSurplus Property Listanddeveloped forpublic use. All these requests have
been ignored. Pacific Park residents have hadnoinvolvement indrafting
conditions” fortheCypress FireStation RFPandwere notsupported informing a

Steering Committee torestore theStation topublic useasalibrary annex and
digital learning center. Itisatravesty that theCypress FireStation, aproperty of
great public significance, would bedisposed oftoaprivate buyer.   

Eastside Santa Anawould blossom withaccess toaDigital Library, History &  
Technology Center atthishistoric location. Thebenefits would extend beyond our
youth, toreach our elders and neighborhood residents. Both Young and Oldwill
greatly benefit from access todigital reading materials andfilms inavariety of
languages, access totablets, freewifi, wifihotspots forcheckout, public desktops,  
on-sight technical assistance, meeting rooms, research rooms andagallery.   

Weareeven open tohaving theSAPD haveadeskatthecenter forapolice
substation typeofpresence toassure safety atthefacility.  

AHISTORIC TREASURE:  

TheCypress FireStation isaone-of-a-kindkeyhistoric property built inthe
Spanish Colonial Revival design. Pera2002 CAIntensive Survey Update,  
Cypress FireStation “retains it’soverall integrity andconveys former use.”  

Asasiteserving thepublic, theCypress FireStation canboth inspire and
empower. It’sarchitecture andhistoric legacy canconnect ouryoungsters
toourcity’snarrative, while access toadigital library and technology
center would open doors toanabundant future.  

Tohaveahistoric asset like theCypress FireStation put touse inserving
thepublic, would benefit theentire South Main area. Itwould especially
help ourresidents easily access anincreasingly technological world. Digital
Design andAppDevelopment isgrowing inOrange County atahuge rate.  
Helping ouryouth andfamilies access the technology needed toenter
these lucrative jobmarkets would ensure ourneighborhoods thrive.  



Proposal forCypressFireStation – DigitalLibrary, HistoryRoom & Technology Center 3

Tech Bootcamps foradults andchildren, likeSabio andSteamcoders, need
digital facilities likeDigital Libraries and Technology Centers tohub
programs around locally. Entry-level Junior Developer coders earnan
average of $95,000 inourarea!  

LOCATION & STATS:   

625Cypress Ave, Santa Ana, CA

Building is4,350 square feet

Parcel is7,188square feet

PARKING:  

There areover45parking spots intheDollar Tree lotdirectly across from
theCypress FireStation. Over 30parking spots areempty atall timesofday
ornight. Because ofthe lowneed forparking thelotowner has sublet itto
arecycling service which attracts lotsofhomeless folks, crime, illegal
dumping of trash andopen drug use.   

Itwould uplift thewhole area tohave thisunderused parking lotacross
Cypress from theFireStation, repurposed forcommunity center use.   

STAFF NEGLECT & MUNICIPAL CHALLENGES:  

It’simportant tomention thatstaff neglect and/orincompetence hasa
huge role toplay inthe Cypress Fire Station’sdecline. For almost adecade,  
frequent calls forsecurity andprotective equipment went ignored or
underserved. Given theongoing SAPD presence attheDollar Tree lot, it’s
hard toseehow homeless occupation ofthe firehouse gotsooutof
control. Similarly, substandard fencing hasbeen anongoing problem. The
most recent break inhappened thispast week.   



Proposal forCypressFireStation – DigitalLibrary, HistoryRoom & Technology Center 4

It’snotright that after neglecting ahistoric community property, that
community would beprevented from saving thebuilding or fundraising for
itsupkeep, then told theproperty isbeing sold toaprivate buyer who has
noconditions onproviding acommunity benefit.  

NEXT STEPS:  

Take theCypress FireStation offSurplus Property List
Form aSteering orAdHock Committee toguide therestoration
Research similar successful projects liketheBIBLIOTECHs inTexas
Getestimates forrestoration work andoperational funds
Outreach forpublic grants andprivate partners (tech industry)  
Negotiate Parking with
Restore FireStation inaccordance withbest practices inpreservation
TapCypress Station tech specs into South Main Tech upgrades
Open thenew Cypress Station tocommunity andwatch ittransform!  

FUNDING:  

State Library Grant – TheCityofFullerton justsecured agrantofover2
million dollars torepurpose theiroldHunt Library intoanArtsCenter. This
grant wassecured with thehelpofRepresentative Sharon Quark Silva.  

Federal Library Funds – Financed theTexas BIBLIOTECHs, multiple digital
libraries and technology centers.  

Federal Historic Preservation Funds - There aremany resources available
fortransitional communities (former rural, under 500,000 inpopulation)  
likeSanta Anatorestore andpreserve ourheritage.  

Public / Private Partnerships - Orange County’stechnology industry is
booming, sothisisagreat time tobring thetech sector intoinvesting in
Santa Ana. Google, Blizzard, TheVine, andothers maybeinterested ina
project likeourCypress FireStation.  

POTENTIAL COMMUNITY PARTNERS:  



Proposal forCypressFireStation – DigitalLibrary, HistoryRoom & Technology Center 5

Santa AnaPublic Library

Santa AnaCollege

SAUSD

Local Preservation Groups

Technology & Industrial Design Businesses

SAPD Association Funds

Federal & State Funds forclosing theDigital Divide

Charitable Foundation Support (Annenberg, Ford OurTown, Guggenheim)  

CASE STUDY:  

SanAntonio’sBIBLIOTECH series ofDigital Libraries andTechnology
Centers, were thefirst inthenation. They built three centers intheir three
most underserved communities, withexcellent results. Youngsters are
thriving academically, Families areprospering andElders areconnecting in
newand innovative ways!  

https://bexarbibliotech. org/about-us

https:// bexarbibliotech. org/  

https://www.expressnews.com/news/local/article/San-Antonio-s- 
BiblioTech-branches-reopen-in-15245549.php

GRASSROOTS INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDED:  

Steering orAdHockCommittee – Agroup isneeded tobring community
representatives together with citystaff andelecteds toguide thisproject
through toitscompletion. Fundraising events anddinners canbehandled
through thisgroup aswellasregular media updates and press events.  



Proposal forCypressFireStation – DigitalLibrary, HistoryRoom & Technology Center 6

SUMMARY:   

TheSouth Main Alliance forHealthy Neighborhoods stands insolidarity
withourneighbors inPacific Park / Eastside inretaining theCypress Fire
Station asanimportant historical property open forthepublic benefit of
our residents. Wesupport theStation’stransformation intoaLibrary,  
History andTechnology hubthatserves allofSanta Ana.  



Orozco, Norma

From: SaraíJ. Santamaría <sarai.santamaria93@gmail. com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May04, 202112:12PM
To: eComment; !CityClerk
Subject: Cypress FireHouse

DearCityStaff,  

IwouldliketosubmitthefollowingforPublicComment:   

PleaseDONOTsellandPRIVATIZEourcityassets. Iaskthatwepreserveandrehabilitate theFireStationfor
communityuse. Youknowourcommunity needsart, resources, technology, andsafeplacestocongregate.  

Best Regards,  

Saraí Santamaría

1



Towhomitmayconcern:  

ThisletterisinresponsetothefutureoftheoldCypressFireStationhereinthePacificPark

neighborhood, formallyEastside. Iamdeeplyconcernedaboutthefutureofthishistoric

building. Mymaingrievancewiththisdilemmaisthatourwardcouncilmember (David

Penaloza) hasfailedtoinformresidentsofwhatisincurringatthislocation. Therehavebeen

complaintsofresidentswholiveinthearea, theMr. Penalozaasnotactedwithduediligence

withputtingtheneedsofresidentsofhiswardfirst; anditwaswithdismaythatmanywerenot

awareoftheimpendingactionthecityintendstoimplement thiswiththefirehouse. Thereare

thosewhofeelsome ‘backdoor’ dealwasmadebehindtherebacks, worseyetthatitwouldbeof

financialbenefittoMr. Penalozaandthemayor. Idonotconsiderthistobesometypeof

Machiavellian venture; butwithoutinputfromPacificParkresidents; andthefactaclosed

sessioncouncilmeetingwasheldonthisissueoneshalltendtospeculateinanon-positiveview.   

thIliveonE. MyrtleSt. andIamexcitedaboutthe4 development, ithasbeenlongoverdoing. In

fact, thecityallowsmetoresearchthelong-termplansforthearea. Mostoftheinformation is

opensourceandinformative: FireStationCypressisnot. Iwouldrecommendanydecisionon

thispropertybeputonholduntilresidentsoftheareacanhaveinput, oropinion. Ipersonally

like, andhighlyrecommendthisbuildingberestoredtoitsoriginalconditionandbemadeinto

theart, education; andtechnologycenterthatsomeourPacificParkadvocatesare

recommending. Intheparlanceofmymilitarybackground, itwouldbea ‘forcemultiplier ‘inour

neighborhood. Itwouldenhancequalityoflifeformanybymoreopportunity forcivic

engagement. Addingsometypeofhousingisnotthesolutionforthishigharea. Thisareais

alreadyhighdensity, andnewhousingwouldcreatemoreproblemswefacenowinthearea.   



Iadvisereconsideranytentativeplansforthisarea, thisismoralandethicalimperativethatmust

bemet.   

ThankYouMarkILopez (MexicanAmericanAdvisoryGroup)  



Orozco, Norma

From: timrush@bhhscaprops. com
Sent: Tuesday, May04, 20212:45PM
To: eComment
Subject: SaleofCypress FireStation

Honorable Mayor  & Council;  

Onseveral occasions prior Ihave communicated with youabout myreasons formyadvocacy ofasale toanowner
occupant fortheabove property.   Pure andsimple itisbecause IamafanofPRESERVATION andhaving itturned intoa
SFRoccupied 24/7isthebesthopetokeep itfromfurther vandalism andtorching.   Simply condition thesale that the
owner must rehab theexterior toSecretary ofTheInterior Standards forahistoric building, further thatitbeplaced on
MillsActtosubject ittoyearly inspection toconfirm itsmaintenance andfurther thataCertificate ofOccupancy notbe
issued until therehab is100% complete.  

Thank youforyour consideration,  

TimRush, ViceChair Historic Resources Commission

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties
13926 Seal Beach Boulevard
Seal Beach, CA 90740
714) 299-4455
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Orozco, Norma

From: Ginelle Hardy <ginelleann@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May04, 20213:29PM
To: eComment
Cc: Sarmiento, Vicente; Phan, Thai; PhilBacerra; Hernandez, Robert (PWA); Lopez, Jessie;  

Penaloza, David; Mendoza, Nelida
Subject: SantaAna, anadopted Certified LocalGovernment, hascommitted tohistoric

preservation! 

Honorable Mayor Sarmiento & Councilmembers,  

Iwould beamiss ifIfailed toremind youthatSanta AnaisaCity Council adopted Certified Local Government
committed tohistoric preservation!  

Preservation through Partnership: this is the goal of the Certified Local Government ( CLG) Program.  Local, State, and Federal
governments work together inthe Federal Preservation Program tohelp communities save the irreplaceable historic character of
places.  Through the certification process, communities make alocal commitment tohistoric preservation. This commitment is
key toAmerica’ sability topreserve, protect, and increase awareness of our unique cultural heritage found inthe built
environment across the country.  

Being aCLG demonstrates your community'scommitment tosaving what is important from the past for future generations. As
acertified community itbecomes easy todemonstrate areadiness totake onsuccessful preservation projects, making your
community able tocompete for new opportunities!  

Please STOP THE SALE ofHistoric CYPRESS FIRE STATION #4

Ginelle Hardy
Historical Heninger Park, President
Historic Resources Commissioner
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Orozco, Norma

From: VictorPayan <victor@masamedia.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, May04, 20214:05PM
To: eComment
Subject: Fwd: Public comment SaveCypress FireStation

OriginalMessage --------  

PublicCommentSaveCypressFireStationSubject:  
2021/05/043:59pmDate:  
VictorPayan <victor@masamedia.org>  From:  
ecomment@santa-ana.orgTo:  
vsarmiento@santa-ana.org, dpenaloza@santa-ana.org, TPhan@santa-ana.org, JessieLopez@santa- Cc:  
ana.org, pbacerra@santa-ana.org, JRyanHernandez@santa-ana.org, nmendoza@santa-ana.org,  
kridge@santa-ana.org, dgomez@santa-ana.org, cityclerk@santa-ana.org

DearMayor, Councilmembers andCityManager,  

Iamwritingtojoininthechorusofresidents, community leadersandneighborhood associationleaders
whoareopposedtothesaleoftheCypressFireStation, locatedat625SCypress (ClosedSessionItem
3).  

AsaresidentofthePacificParkneighborhood, wheretheCypressFireStationislocated, andDirectorof
MediaArtsSantaAna (MASA), Iwouldlovetostronglyadvocateturningthebuildingintoacommunity
technologycenter. ThepandemicmadeplainSantaAna’sneedtoaddressthetremendousdigitaldividein
ourcity, andcurrentlythereisascarcityoflocationswhereresidentscanaccessreliableinternetto
completeassistanceforms, applyforjobs, learnnewjobskills, paybills, andotheractionsnecessaryfor
functioning intoday’sworld.  

TurningtheCypressFireStationintoacommunity technologycenterisinalignmentwiththeSouthMain
Plan, asthebuildingisalsolocatedinthefootprintofthatproject.  

Myorganization, MediaArtsSantaAna (MASA) wouldbeinterestedinholdingbilingualmediaarts
productionanddigitalliteracyclassesinthebuildingifitisturnedintoacommunitytechnologycenter. I
amsurethereareotherorganizationsthatcouldalsofillthespacewithstate-of-the-artprogrammingthat
servesboththelocalyouthandlocaladultpopulation.  

Afewyearsago, wetriedtocourtthecodingorganization SABIOtoSantaAna, toprovidefreecoding
classestoourunderservedcommunity. Theysearchedandwereunablefindatechnicallysuitableor
affordablespaceinallofSantaAna, andwelosttheopportunitytoIrvine. Let’sacttodaytomakesurewe

stdon’tlosemoreopportunitiestoprovide21 Centuryamenitiesandjobtrainingtoourresidents.  

WearealltoofamiliarwiththedolefulregretinwhichthesaleoftheSantaAnaFireDepartment
discussedtothisday. Pleasedonotmakethesamemistakeoflosingavaluableresourceforever, when
thereissuchdemandfromthecommunitytorepurposethebuildingformoderncommunityuse.  

1



I’msureyouareprofoundlyawareofthehistoricalsignificanceofthebuilding, asithasbeenthecenterof
muchofthediscussiononline, andthatisreasonenoughtosavethebuilding. Developerscanalwaysfind
otherpropertiestodevelopandflipforaprofit. But, inallhonesty, howmanyhistoricbuildingscanyou
findinSantaAnathatcanberepurposedtocommunityuse? Howmanycity-ownedpropertieswillbe
savedforcommunityuse?  

Iencourageyoutoconsiderthecostoflosingahistoricbuildingandcommunityresourcevstheamount
ofmoneythedeveloperstandstomakeflippingtheproperty.  

Wemustsavepublicbuildingsforpublicbenefitandpublicuse. AndwemustsaveandsafeguardSanta
Ana’shistoryandhistoricbuildingsforfuturegenerations.  

IthankyouandhopeyouwilldotherightthingbySantaAna’shistoryandlegacy, andsavetheCypress
FireStationforpublicbenefitandpublicuse.  

Sincerely,  

VictorPayan

VictorPayan
Director
MediaArtsSantaAna (MASA)  
c: 619-701-0073
e: victor@masamedia.org

MediaArtsSantaAna (MASA) isaproject ofCommunity Partners, a501(c)(3) non-profitorganization.  

VictorPayan
Director
MediaArtsSantaAna (MASA)  
c: 619-701-0073
e: victor@masamedia.org

MediaArtsSantaAna (MASA) isaproject ofCommunity Partners, a501(c)(3) non-profitorganization.  
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